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GARO 

Data Source: Burling 1961 [RB-GG] 

Fieldwork in the Garo Hills, Assam, India, 1954-1956. 

Inventory: Burling 1961 [RB-GG] (pages 1-9) 

Burling 1959 [RB-PB] (pages 434-435) 







CONSONANTS 
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Igl is further back than in English and in word-initial position it is often spirantized 
([RB-GG] pp. 2-3). 

In initial position, /p t k/ are slightly aspirated and more tense than the voiced series 
([RB-GG] p. 3). 

/s/ is intermediate between English /s/ and III. /c j/ are affricates in the same position, 
and Ixl is a flap ([RB-PB], p. 435; [RB-GG], p. 3). 

Initially or in an initial cluster, III is a voiced alveolar flap, or a very brief trill. 
Word-medially, when followed by a vowel, it is a voiced lateral [1]. When word-final 
or followed by another consonant, the two allophones are in variation ([RB-GG1 pp. 
3-4; [RB-PB] p. 435). 



Simple Finals 



-p -t 

(-s) 
-m -n 

-r 
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Final Clusters 

-m -n - q -r 

• /-s/ is found syllable-finally only in certain loanwords. 

• Glottal finals do not occur word-finally ([RB-GG], p. 8). 

• Phonemically, /-'m -'n -'rj -'r/ are final clusters, but phonetically they are single 
globalized consonants ([RB-GG]; pp. 4-5, [RB-PB], p. 435). 

VOWELS 

i u 

e 9 o 

a 

• /u/ is a high central vowel, moderately rounded ([RB-GG], p. 1). 

• I'll has a high front allophone in open syllables, and a lower, farther back allophone in 
closed syllables ([RB-PB], p. 435). 

• Burling analyzes sequences of vowels as distinct syllables, even though they are often 
blurred in rapid speech ([RB-GG], pp. 5-6). 



STEDT Monograph Series, No. 3 

James A. Matisoff, General Editor 



PHONOLOGICAL INVENTORIES OF 
TIBETO-BURMAN LANGUAGES 

Ju Namkung, Editor 




Sino-Tibetan Etymological Dictionary 

and Thesaurus Project 

Center for Southeast Asia Studies 
University of California, Berkeley 
1996 



